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1. Which character informs Hamlet about the appearance of his father’s ghost: Rosencrantz, Laertes, Horatio, Guildenstern?

2. What does the above character think the ghost’s appearance “means?”

3. About what does King Claudius claim to be sad, and about what is he happy?

4. How does Claudius advise Hamlet in regard to his grief? How does he justify his advice?

5.  Act I, Scene III involves Laertes, Polonius, and Ophelia.  What are the relationships among these three people?  What three combinations of advice are exchanged?   In other words, who advises whom, and what is advised?

6. What does the ghost reveal to Hamlet and what does it ask Hamlet to do?
7. What does Polonius believe accounts for Hamlet’s madness and how does he plan to prove it?

8. What parallels can be drawn between the characters of young Fortinbras and young Hamlet?  Explain in terms of their fathers and uncles.

9. What plan does Hamlet devise when the players/actors come to town?

10. Hamlet tells Ophelia “Get thee to a nunnery.”  Why does he say that?  What is this tirade directed at Ophelia about?

11. What is Hamlet continuously trying to get Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to admit?

12. Hamlet observes Claudius alone in a room on his knees.  What explanation does Hamlet give for not taking advantage of this opportunity to kill him?  What does he describe as a “better time?”

13. Briefly explain the circumstances of Polonius’s death. Why, how, etc.?

14. In addition to Hamlet’s irate behavior and the slaying of Polonius, what other key event during their encounter in her chamber convinces the queen that Hamlet is completely mad? 

15. Why does the king claim to be sending Hamlet to England?  Why is he really sending him there?

16. How does Hamlet end up back in Denmark?  How has he foiled the king’s plan and avenged himself on Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

17. Briefly describe Hamlet’s musings as he watches the skulls excavated by the grave diggers.

18. What three ways has Claudius schemed to assure Hamlet’s death during the fencing match with Laertes?

19. Briefly describe how these plans go awry and “everyone” ends up dead. (Who, how, etc.)

20.  What is Hamlet’s dying wish?
